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SUBJ: NEPAL POREIGN MINISTER ON NEPALESE POREIGN POLICY, B.P. 

KOIRALA, AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

1. POLLOWING MY REPRESENTATION ON MAY 13 TO PIREIGN 
MINISTER ARYAL ON CRITICAL ISSUES AT THE UPCOMING INTER- 
NATIONAL LABOR CONPERENCE (KATHMANDU 1995), ARYAL SAID HE 
WOULD LIKE TO UTILIZE THE OCCASSION OPMY CALL TO EXPLAIN 
THE CURRENT STATUS OP INDO-NEPEALESE RELATIONS, INCLUDING 
INDIAN CHARGES REGARDING B.P. KOIRALA AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN NEPAL. THE BASIC UNDERLYING SETTING, ARYAL SAID, WAS 
NEPAL'S DESIRE TO MAINTAIN ITS INDEPENDENCE AND REMAIN 
PREE PROM PRESSURES PROM BOTH OP ITS LARGE NEIGHBORS. THE 
CURRENT INDIAN PRESSURES, HE SAID, ARE BASICALLY NOTHING 
NEW. BUREACRATS IN INDIA HAVE PERENNIALLY SOUGHT TO LIMIT 
NEPAL'S QUEST POR A BALANCED POLICY AND MRS. GANDHI WAS 
OP THE SAME MIND;HE SAID HE PELT HE HAD MADE DOME HEADWAY WITH 
PORMER POREIN MINSTER CHAV AN IN EXPLAINING NEPAL'S INTEREST 
IN A BALANCED FOREIGN POLICY, BUT "NONE AT ALL" WITH MRS. 

GANDHI. HE BELEIVED THE CURRENT PRESSURES FROM J.P. 

NARAYAN AND THE JANATA PARTY WER THEREPORE "NOT 
DISINTERESTED": INDIA IS CONTINUING TO TRY TO INCREASE 
ITS INPLUENCE AND TO MAKE NEPAL MORE DEPENDENT ON INDIA. 
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2. THE PRESERNT SITUATION CONCERNING B.P. KOIRALA, ARYAL 
SAID, INVOLVES BOTH NEPAL'S FOREIGN POLICY AND ITS 
DOMESTIC POLITICS. WHEN DIPFERENCES FIRST AROSE 
WITHIN THE NEPALI CONGRESS PARTY BETWEEN B.P. KOIRALA 
AND OTHERS, INCLUDING HIS BORTHER M.P. KOIRALA, THE 
INDIANS WERE N THE SIDE OP B.P. AND, WHEN SINO-INDIAN 
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TENSIONS WERE MOUNTING IN THE EARLY I960'S B.P. WAS 
CLEARLY ON THE SIDE OF INDIA. AN OPENLY PRO-INDIAN 
STANCE BY NEPAL AT THAT TIME WOULD HAVE INVITED CHINESE 
PRESSURES ON NEPAL, AND THIS CONSIDERATION, ACCORIDING 
TO ARYAL, WAS A MAJOR FACTOR IN THE KING'S DISMISSAL 
OF B.P. KOIRALA FROM THE PRIME MINISTERSHIP.HE SAID THERE 
ARE NO CURRENT PROBLEMS BETWEEN NEPAL AND CHINA, BUT NEPAL 
IS FULLY AWARE OF CHINA'S ABILTY TO BRING PRESSURES TO 
BEAR, AS IT DID WHEN IT SUPPORTED THE NAXALITES IN NEPAL. 

TO ACCOMODATE TO INDAIN PRESSURES NOW REGARDING B.P. 
KOIRALA WOULD CERTAINLY RISK COUNTERPRESSURES FROM CHINA, 
HE SAID. 

3. IN TERMS OF NEPAL'S DOMESTIC POLITICS, ARYAL SAID, THE 
KING IS IN FAVOR OF FREEDOM, BUT NOT UNRESTRICTED FREEDOM. 
THE NEPALESE PEOPLE ARE UNDECUATED AND THE SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC SETTING IS NOT CONDUCIVE TO UNRESTRICTED 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY. THE KING BELEIVES THAT PARTY- 
LESS PANCHAYAT DEMOCRACY BEST SERVES NEPAL'S NATIONAL 
DEVELPMENT NEES IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES AND MOST 
NEPALESE SUPPORT THIS POSITION. HOWEVER, THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER SAID, THERE IS DISCONTENT WITH SOME ASPECTS 

OF THE PRESRNT SYSTEM, SUCH AS DELECTIONS BY CONSENSUS. 

HE WANTED TO TELL ME IN STRICT COFIDENCE THAT SEVEAL 
MINISTERS, INCLUDING THE PRIME MINISTER, ARE ALSO UNHAPPY 
WITH ELECTIONS BY CONSENSUS, BELEIVING THAT THE NEPALESE 
PEOPLE SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE IN CHOOSING THEIR 
PANCHAYAT REPRESENTATIVES. ARYAL SAID HE WAS COFIDENT 
THAT WITHIN A YEAR THERE WOULD BE SOME CHANGES IN THE 
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PRESENT SETUP, INCLUDING A MOVE AWAY FROM UNCONTESTED 
ELECTIONS. 

4. ARYAL SAID HE HOPED PEOPLE ABROAD UNDERSTOOD THAT 
B.P. KOIRALA WAS BEING TRIED FOR CRIMINAL ACTS AND NOT 

FOR HIS POLITICAL BELEIFS. THE CRIMES WITH WHICH HE IS CHARGED 
INCLUDE RESPONSIBLITY FOR HIJACKING AN AIRCRAFT, THROWING 
A BOMB AT HIS MAJESTY, AND MOUNTING AN INVASION OF NEPALESE 
TERRITORY FROM INDIAN. HOWEVER, THE KING IS NOT VINDICTIVE 
AND IF B.P. IS PREPARED TO ACT AS A LAW-ABIDING NEPALESE 
CITIZEN, THERE IS ROOM FOR PARDON OR COMMUTATION OF 
SENTENCE. BUT, ARYAL NOTED, WHEN B.P. WASLAST RELEASED 
FROM PRISON IN NEPAL, HE CHOSE TO GO TO INDIAN RATHER THAN 
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STAY AND WORK WITHIN THE SYSTEM IN NEPAL. 

5. THE EOREIGN MINISTER WENT ON TO SAY THAT IT IS 
NOT CORRECT TO ARGUE, AS J.P. NARAYAN AND JANATA DO, 

THAT THERE IS NO OBSERVANCE OE HUMAN RIGHTS IN NEPAL. 

EOR EXAMPLE, B.P. KOIRALA HAS BEEN ABLE TO BRING A 
HABEAS CORPUS WRIT. IN ADDITION, THE NEPAL POLITY 
WAS NOT A CLOSED AFEAIR AND IT WAS POSSIBLE EOR PEOPLE 
OE HUMBLE ORIGINS, LIKE HIMSELE, TO RISE TO THE TOP. 

EINALLY, HE SAID, HE THOUGHT SOME INDIANS HAD AN INADEQUATE 
APPRECIATION OE THE VITAL AND ESSENTIAL ROLE WHICH THE 
KING PLAYED IN ENSURING STABILITY AND NATIONAL COHESION 

IN NEPAL. 

6. THE EOREIGN MINISTER CONCLUDED THAT, "SPEAKING 
PERSONALLY", HE VERY MUCH HOPED THAT THE UNITED STATES 
WOULD NOT EURTHER REDUCE ITS PRESENCE IN ASIA. HE THOUGHT 
THAT SUCH A REDUCTION IN THAILAND INVOLVED CERTAIN DANGERS 
EOR THE AREA, AND HE ESPECIALLY BELIEVED THAT A CONTINUING 
U.S. PRESENCE IN SOUTH KOREA WAS ESSENTIAL TO DETER THE 
COMMUNISTS. 

7. COMMENT: THE EOREIGN MINISTER'S COMMENTS SEEMED TO BE 
DESIGNED TO HELP ENSURE, AS HE NOTED AT ONE POINT, THAT 
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"FOREIGN ERIENDS" UNDERSTAND NEPAL'S POSITION ON THE 
CURRENT B.P. KORALA PROBLEM IN ITS DOMESTIC AND INTER- 
NATIONAL ASPECTS. WHILE KORALA HAS MADE A NUMBER OF 
STRONGLY WORDED STATEMENTS AGAINST CHINA IN RECENT 
YEARS, IT SEEMS DOUBTEUL THAT THIS ASPECT ALONG 
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WEIGHS HEAVILY IN THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION TO 
TRY HIM. NONETHELESS, IT IS A USEFUL ARGUMENT 
WHICH ARYAL AND OTHERS CAN USE TO DEFEND THE 
GOVERNMENT'S ACTION, PARTICULARLY WITH THE CHINESE 
IN KATHMANDU WHO IN THE PAST HAVE EXPRESSED CON- 
CERN OVER WHAT THEY SEE AS NEPALESE ACCOMMODATION 
OF INDIAN INTERESTS. 
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